Transitivity in Introductions and Conclusions of Environmental Texts by 王田英
学校编码：10384                             分类号______密级_____ 
学 200404053                                  UDC______  
  
 
硕 士 学 位 论 文 
 




 指导教师姓名：杨信彰 副教授 
专 业  名 称：英语语言文学 
论文提交日期：2007 年 4 月  
论文答辩时间：2007 年   月  
学位授予日期：2007 年   月  
答辩委员会主席：＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ 
评    阅    人：＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ 




















































  1、保密（ ），在   年解密后适用本授权书。 
  2、不保密（  ） 
（请在以上相应括号内打“√”） 
 
作者签名：      日期：  年 月 日 




















This research is designed to compare introductions and conclusions in 
environmental texts through the analysis of the transitivity system. The originality lies 
in a functional comparison and contrast of the newly touched texts — environmental 
texts. At the same time, it is another attempt on the application of Systemic Functional 
Grammar developed by M. A. K. Halliday in the early 1960s to text analysis to prove 
its applicability and usefulness. 
The author intends to find answers to these questions:  
1. What types of processes, participants and circumstantial elements exist in 
introductions and conclusions? What is the percentage of those different process types 
in these two parts? 
2. Is there any difference in processes, participants and circumstantial elements 
between introductions and conclusions? If any, what is it? 
3. How does the transitivity system in introductions and conclusions realize the 
authors’ purpose? 
4. Through comparison, what conclusions can be reached? Is it meaningful to 
guide the writing of environmental texts? 
Through the transitivity analysis and statistical calculation of the percentage of 
different processes, participants and circumstantial elements in introductions and 
conclusions of environmental texts, it is obvious that a great difference really exists 
between them. Two types of transitivity processes make up the majority: material and 
relational processes, among which material process occupies the most prominent 
position. All of the processes except behavioral processes appearing in introductions 
and conclusions of environmental texts fully show the importance of transitivity in this 
type of texts. At the same time, the distribution gets influenced by the genre and the 
theme of environmental texts. Moreover, the percentage of goal, actor, matter and 















factors, which help to affect the distribution of the transitivity system in introductions 
and conclusions of environmental texts, are the nature of environmental texts and the 
authors’ writing purpose. 
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Chapter 1  Introduction 
 
This dissertation is an attempt to investigate the linguistic phenomenon of 
transitivity in introductions and conclusions of environmental texts. To begin with, this 
chapter will present the reasons for choosing this subject, including the importance of 
introduction and conclusion. Then it will explain the research objectives and the 
overall organization of this dissertation. 
 
1.1 Reasons for choosing the subject 
Environment plays a more and more important role for people living on the earth. 
Human beings have paid more attention to the protection of environment. They notice 
that there are a lot of environmental problems caused by pollution and some natural 
reasons so people nowadays try their best to deal with this situation. More and more 
scientists focus on acid rain, carbon monoxide, ozone and so on. Many academic 
papers on this subject come out. Then how can people write a good paper on 
environmental subjects? This dissertation is to analyze the transitivity in introductions 
and conclusions of environmental texts from the perspective of functional grammar 
and then give a general rule of writing introductions and conclusions of this kind of 
papers. Before starting to analyze this kind of texts, the thesis first introduces 
something about environmental texts. 
Environmental texts are concerned with subjects of environment. As people show 
more and more concern for environment, a great number of environmental texts come 
out. This type of texts either introduces new findings to the readers or provides the 
solution to some environmental problems. These texts emphasize the facts, so its 
language is similar to academic papers which use plain language so as to describe the 
facts. 
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environmental texts. As environmental problems are becoming more and more urgent, 
we will analyze environmental texts and provide instruction for environmental papers’ 
writing. 
Many studies have been done on academic texts, abstracts of which have been 
analyzed from the perspective of transitivity. However, the analysis of comparing 
introductions and conclusions in terms of transitivity is hardly found. This dissertation 
is to find out the difference between introductions and conclusions from the 
perspective of transitivity. Moreover, the analysis of environmental texts consists of 
not only the analysis of processes, like the analysis of other academic texts, but also 
the analysis of participants and circumstantial elements. 
 
1.1.1 The importance of introduction 
What is to be analyzed in this dissertation is comparing the introductions and 
conclusions. Hence, we should first define what an introduction is.  
In scientific papers, introductions take a very important place. In the book Writing 
Tasks (Jolly, 1984: 38), the writer says that an introduction has two essential purposes: 
to engage the reader and to explain clearly what the paper is about, that is to say, the 
author must interest and inform the reader. Though the writing of introduction depends 
on the author himself, the introduction must consist of several things: subject (to 
identify the author’s specific topic), background (to provide relevant historical data), 
problem (the point of a research paper is to explore or resolve a problem), thesis 
sentence (to establish the direction of the study and to point the readers toward your 
eventual conclusions). 
When the author writes the introduction, he should emphasize his key points and 
make sure that his ideas can really get across. In this part, the author should use words 
exactly to describe the facts. 
 
1.1.2 The importance of conclusion 
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but it is often the most difficult part of an essay to write at the same time. Many writers 
feel that they have nothing left to say after having written the body. A writer needs to 
keep in mind that the conclusion is often what a reader remembers best. His conclusion 
should be the best part of his paper. The definition of conclusion is a position or 
opinion or judgment reached after consideration. In this dissertation conclusions 
extracted are the proposition that must follow from the major and minor premises of   
a syllogism (http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/definition/conclusion).We find 
another explanation of conclusion in the dictionary Longman Dictionary of Language 
and Applied Linguistics: it is a piece of writing, particularly one that is written by a 
writer writing for publication which expresses the writer’s viewpoint on a topic 
(Richards et al., 2003: 549).  
Jordan (1980: 51) writes in his book Academic Writing Course that the 
conclusion often summarizes, evaluates, restates the thesis, and offers directives, 
which should give readers lasting impressions. A satisfactory conclusion will wrap up 
the sequence of ideas in a nice package. The most important thing is to make the 
conclusion as interesting and insightful as possible. 
When the author writes this part, he must summarize the general idea and 
organize the whole text precisely. Also a conclusion should be clear, concise and 
objective. Both introduction and conclusion are important to a paper. So we should 
pay attention to them in order to find some general rules in them and guide our 
writing. 
 
1.1.3 Development of transitivity theory in Functional Grammar 
   The late twentieth century saw the theorists from many approaches focusing on 
texts and asking fundamental questions such as how texts work on us. Some linguists 
proposed ‘critical theory’. However, this answer could not satisfy most people. In the 
1960s, Michael Halliday developed Firth’s theory and proposed Systemic Functional 
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linguistics is increasingly recognized as a useful descriptive and interpretive 
framework for viewing language as a strategic, meaning-making resource (Eggins, 
2004: 2). One of M. A. K. Halliday’s major contributions to linguistic analysis is his 
development of a detailed functional grammar of modern English, showing how the 
ideational, interpersonal and textual metafunctions are expressed in clause structures. 
Transitivity is a part of experiential function. These years, Halliday has been interested 
in the meanings of language in use in the textual processes of social life, that is, 
context. 
Following the functional-semantic tradition pursued by Firth, Halliday also wants 
to know which aspects of context are important, i.e. what aspects of context make a 
difference to how we use language? The social functions of language clearly 
determine the pattern of language varieties, in the sense of what have been called 
registers (Halliday, 1973: 22). The register range of a community or of an individual is 
derived from the range of uses that language is put to in that particular culture or 
sub-culture. Halliday (1987) suggests that there are three aspects in any situation that 
have linguistic consequences: field, mode and tenor. Among them, field is what the 
language is being used to talk about; mode is the role language is playing in the 
interaction; tenor is the role relationships between the interactants. These three 
variables are called the register variables (Eggins, 2004: 90). They become a 
conceptual framework for representing the social context as the semiotic environment 
in which people exchange meanings (cited from Gregrory 1987: 96), and are related to 
the ideational, interpersonal and textual functions. Halliday (Eggins, 2004: 2) claims 
that, of all the things going on in a situation at a time of language use, these three 
variables have a direct and significant impact on the type of language that is produced.  
The ideational function is a major component of meaning in the language system 
that is basic more or less to all uses of language. It is related to people’s experience. 
The concepts of agent, process and goal reflect our understanding of phenomena that 
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